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Canats, &c. The great western canal of New,whereas it is only a small minority of the democratra 
York is now navigable from Albany to Brockport, | party who sustain that meeting and its proceedings, at 
the whole diatanes ‘which is now completed. which Messrs. Crawford and Gallatin were named foy 
The Rochester paper announces that packet boats | president and vice president of the United States. 
now daily depart east and west on the canal, and the EXTRACT FROM “OLD SOUTH.”’ 
fare is so good and cheap that no one who consults | The numberles absurdities of Decius, in opposition, 
economy can now afford to travel on foot. ‘to Mr. Jefferson, render him so ridiculous, that, in or- 
A freight boat was lately launched at Utica, 14 feet |der to answer him, a man is obliged to cendescend ta 
2 inches wide, and e ighty fect long. She was to de- frivolities, which are degrading in a free country, even 
part, on the 5th of May, for Albany, with 69 tons of to treat with civility. “As a specimen of which, I will 
merchandise—her draft of water is 8 or 10 inches. ‘bring before the public an argument on which he is 
During the week ending the 4th May, their arrived | foolish enough to lay the greatest stress of his reason- 
at Utica, one raftand 122 boats, exclusive of packets, ing. He says that “previous to the adjournment of 
with a great quantity of produce; among which were congress, a caucus was held on the business of de~ 
10,217 bbls. of flour, 124 do. salt, 480 do. provisions, |¢ iding on a president and vice president; and that Mr, 
86 ashes, 187 linseed oil, 9,897 bush. wheat, 32,258 | Adams and Mr. Pinckney were agreed on as candi~ 
rillons whiskey, 140,931 feet boards, with timber, ‘dates;”’ and, to enforce his argument, vhe exclaims, “show 
shingles and staves; 59,320/bs. butter and lard, 97 / unreasonable would it be for the people to frustrate 
tons gypsum, 22 do. gr ass seed, 44 do. hemp, 24 tons | this decision.’ 
dried peaches, &c.&e. What will be the amount of | Merely to state this circumstance is sufficient to 
business on this canal, a few years hence? ‘frustrate such an unconstitutional and unwarrantable 
The Champlain canal is now navigable, and vessels ‘proceeding. t scarcely admits of acomment. It is 
auave arrived at New York from the Jake. ‘too degrading to be seriously noticed, and yet Decius 
itis stated in the Albany Daily Advertiser, that the | has the folly | to offer this plea asa conclusive argument, 
N. Y. canal joan of $500,000, was taken by Le Roy, | why the citizens of the United States ought to accede 
Bayard and Co. ata premium of $391, for a five per ‘to this determination. 
cent stock. | If any thing will rouse the freemen of America, it 
The corner stone of the lock on the Union canal of must be the arregance of a number of members of con- 
Pennsylvania, at the east end of the summit level, was or ess ” assemble as an electioncerii ue caucus, to con- 
laid on the Ist inst. The work on the Chesapeake ‘iro! th e citizens in their constitutional rights. Under 
and Delaware canal ts going on powerfully. what authority did these men pretend to ) dictate their 
Canal stocks. A par: agraph in the New York Ga- ‘nomination? Did they receive six dollars a day for 
zette states that a late English paper quotes the stock |the double purpose of caueussing and legislating? Do 
of the Loughborough canal, which cost L.100, as sel- |we send members to congress to cabal, once in four 
ling for L.3,500 per share!! The Tench and ‘Mer rsey years, for president? or are we arrived to such a pitch 
canal, which also cost L. 100 per share, is quoted as ,of congressional influence, that what they decide on 
worth L.1,710! lis to be binding on the United States? Js there any 
_—— ‘paragraph in the constitution which gives them suc 
THE caucus system. It is pleasent to refer to old jan authority, or even countenances such a proceed- 
established principles, and find that they correspond Jing? After congress have accomplished their legisla- 
with our present ideas of right. It is like the shadow |tive business, have they a right to dictate in the 
of a rock in a dreary land, under which the traveller |choice of anexecutive? If so, what an imposition on 
may refresh himself and repose. ‘the people” to taik about the freedom of election; 
1 intend, after the risin: vot congress, to publish the jor what consequence is it that the state legislatures 
aucus debate in the senate—entire; and correct should concern themselves in the mode of “choosing 
some errors and mistakes into which several gentile- electors: I/ a congress caucus is to decide, we have only 
men have fallen: that the history of parties, intimate- | to ingu tire who the man is on whom they have agreed, and 
ly connected with the history of the republic iiself, | nelify hiin of his eppointment. Why should we be at 
may be the better understood. But my present pur- ‘the expense of calling the legisJature together to 
pose is to give an extract from the writings of ‘‘Old | choose electors, for, ac ccording 5 to Decius’ reasoning, 
Si outh,” in reply to a famons essayist who wrete un- | the choice of pr resident and vie ce-president is already 
Jer the signature of “Decius.” E very body knows!made? He teils us that they have agreed to vote for 
at the late Benjamin Austin was the author of “Old | Messrs. Adams and Pinckne y. If this is the case, let 
South,” but Leannot, at present, call to mind to whom | the porerace of ear " state only acknow ledge these 
“Decius” was attributed. He was, however, a man two gentlemen, and leave it solely to congress to dis- 
as much distinguished in the “federal” ranks, as Mr. pose af them. 
Ausiin was in the “democratic.’ | itis full time that “the people” had fully ascertain- 
The essays of “Old South’ aniee ata time when jed their elective privileges; and if they mean to be 
parties were as ardent as they ever had been be- led by congressional or legislative caucusses, it is 
fore, or have been since, and the doctrines promul- | best the business should be openly acknowledged. 
zated in them were regarded as en by the re- |For, though an appeal to the citizens on this sysiem 
publicans of their period—for Austin was, indeed, a ‘might appet ar 100 abrupt, yetshe system lately adopted. 
lather in democracy—a man that was uonéet to his | comes very near to the same principle. 
prine --cpsh in the worst of times. | There appears of late a deep design to sap the elections 
Every word of the article that follows applies to |of the people by vurious maneuvers of a particular set of 
the existing state of things—except that real ‘‘fede- |men. In the iirst place, we are called on by Decius 
ralisis” were reproved for doing the self-same thing to vote for Messrs. Adams and Pinckney, because a 
that pr ofe ssine Lg ‘democrats’ are “aiming at, and th it jun to in congress had pre viously determined on it; in 
3 major ily of the federalists Sil} ported the caucus ithe second place an attempt was made in the senate 
whie h nominated Messrs. ademe and Pinckney. !to place the choice of 2 presideat within the contre) 
Vor. XXVJ.——12. 
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of a select committee in congress; in the third place = 3>The use of cotton sced for the above purpose 
the people have be en deprived of their usuai moce eof} was suggested by a gentleman of Baltimore, in a pub- 
Voting for eleetors, because the legislature have as-|leation nade in the “Patriot” on the 4th June, 1823 
sumed this right ‘to themselves. These combined! —indeed, Tehad made experiments with cotton aaad 
circumstances are certainly alarming, and ought to be| that far exceeded his expectations, as to the produc- 
checked in their early stages; otherwi ise it will be-!tion of cif. But, if the honor of the discovery belongs 
come an acknowledged rigitt in the legislature to con-|to a Baltimorean, we are glad to learn that any een- 
trol the elections; ‘and the constitutional liberties of) (Yeman will succeed in giving value to a new almost 
the people, will, in consequence thereof, fall a sacri-| valueless article. 
fice to such bageful encroachments. | The Lluntsville, (Alabama) Democrat, of the 20th 

The argument of Decius, therefore, so far from ope- | ult. s: ays—~1 rhe enter prising part of the community of 
rating in his favor, ought to be reprobated as a high | this state are informed thata pateut has been granted 
violation of the rights of “the people.” If we admit | to Geor ze P - Digges, f for the application of the oil of cot- 
his reasoning as conclusive, we may as well burn the | fon seed for all the purposes to which linseed oil has been 
constitution and submit all our privileges to the in- | used, giving to lim the ‘evelusive vight and liberty of 
dividuals incongress. The people have only to fold up| mak. ing, constructing, using end vending to others, to be 
their arms and sit down quietly as the contemptible vassals used, the said improvement.’ 
of a domineering aristocracy. | sontonae 

But, thank God! there still remains a spirit which! Learner. “There's nothing like leather.”? The 
ought ever to actuate Americans. The constitution | schoo: 1er Eliza, has been sheathed, in New York, with 
yet stands a sacred pledge of the liberties of America. | leather, contributed by various de: alers in that art ticle, 

e feel too strong an attachment to its 5 preservation | by the W ay of proving, satisfactorily, the use of le: ther 





i suffer any body of men t » destroy its vital energies. 
{tis the ark of political safety, and may the vengeance 
of heaven pursue the man who dares touch it with 
unballowed hands. The freedoin of election is the palla- 
dium of liberty, and, while we exercise this right, we may 
defy the power of turants and the intrigues of faction. — 

The people of the United States place themselves on 
this mount, and on its permanent basis they rest the 
happiness of society. It is of noavailto them to hear 
that a majority of congress have determined on a_ 








for the above purpose, as a substitute for copper, zine, 
&e. A vessel lately made a voyage of 37 months, 
which, on her departure, had a side of sole leather 
put on her bottom, and on her return it was found to 
be uninjured. Leather, it appears, is not subject to 
decay in water, or to be eaten by worms. 

=(_}if this experiment shall suceced, and leather 
come into common use for the sheathing of vessels, 


| we: shall find pleasure in the fact, that a domestic mo- 


nufacture, productive of a much greater annual 


president and vice-president; they turn over the leaves | amount of value than ever was deriv ed from foreign 


of the constitution and find it therein written, that /commerce, 


they have aright to choose their electors, unbiassed by | 
the decisions of any assumed power w hatever.* This 
is an interference with the constituted authorities, 


{the people), which demand the most pointed reprehen- | 


sion, and men who have been guilty of such a profane 
breach of trust deserve the execration of the public. 


The insolence of Decius in presuming to mention the de- 
termination of the members of congress, wiust be placed to 
his ignorance; he forgot he was writing to freemen; he 


will be encouraged—without the inter- 


ference of congress! 





THREE sisTERS, natives of Falmouth, Massachusetts, 
are now exhibiting themselves at Philadelphia—ad- 
mittance 25 cents. The oldest is 40, the yo ungest 25: 
they are without disease or de formity, well ‘figured 
and proportioned, agreeable and sensible, and possess 
all the manners of adult and educated women, but the 
tallest is but 42 inches high, the smallest only 36. 





forgot that he was addressing men w vho were acting | 


under a constitution in the capacity of independent citi- 
zens; he forgot that his appeal was to those enlightened 


electors who felt their own dignity and importance on | 


this interesting question. What! Decius!! are yor 
daring enough to arrest the votes of -linericans, by telling 
them that their servants in congress have alr eady decided 
the choice!! Are you so abandoned as to stab the 
constitution to its vitals, by checking the free exercise 
of the people in their suff ages? If you are thus des- 
perate, may their decisions give a lesson to deter in 
future such imperious conduct. 





INTERESTING Discovery. Professor Olinsted, of 
the university of North Carolina, has ascertained | 
that a fine ilJuminating gas may be obtained from | 
cotton seed. 
seed, is more than double the average product of the 
same quantity of New Castle coal, and greatly exceeds | 
that in illuminating power. It partakes of the purity 
and splendor of gas from oil, with which substance | 
indeed, this seed isknown to abound. Many millions 


of pounds of cotton seed are annually raised in the! 
southern states, which, itis believed, would afford ma- | 


The product of gas from a bushel of 





| Newspapers. There are sent, by mail, from the 

Philadelphia post office, (says the Franklin Gazette), 
/every quarter, 162,040 new spapers, published in the 
city, and, annually, 645,160. The quarterly postage 
on ‘these, amounts to 1864 dollars $7 cents, and the an- 
nual amounts to 7459 dollars 48 cents. There are 18 
newspupers in Philadelphia, eleren of which are daily: 
the remainder w eekly; averaging, on the whole, as 
sent by mail, about 2100 a day, 4200 every other day, 

or 8600 weekly. 

Secrets. It is weil known that the proceedings of 
| the senate, on the appointincnt of officers, are intend- 
ved to be secret—yet it is mentioned in the Richmond 
Enquirer, that there were at least fifteen votes agains! 

the appointment of Mr. Edwards. 








| EGyprian cotton. A meeting was held at Liver- 
pool of the medical gentlemen of that place to receive 
‘and consider a representation which had been made, 
.on the danger to be apprehended of parr engceendp - 
s| plague i into England, by means of the cotton now 
riving from Alexandria. 
If the apprehension of this terrible disease shail 


terials for illuminating almost ev ery city in the United| prevent the introduction of Egyptian cotton into Eng- 


States. 
The Raleigh Register says it is expected that Mr. 


jland, it will do more to sustain the cultivation of the 
-article in the United States than any thing that has 


Olmsted will shortly make public his experiments | happened for years. 


and scientific results on this subject. 


-- ee 








Maria Lovrsa, the widow of the murdered Napo- 


* would recommed this to the special considera-| leon, has married her chamberlain, count Nyperg—a 


tion of my frie nd of the ‘Richmond Enquirer.” ‘‘Ob- 
sta principiis.” Ep. Rea. 


very homely man, but an excellent officer, who lost 
one of his eyes in battle. 
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Tue navy. From the Richmond Enquirer. ‘‘Wat-| power of alteration. They had been elected for the 
<on, who encloses us a copy of com. Porter’s char gee | FSIS purposes of legislation only, arc ata time 
avainst lieut. Kennon, and comments upon the conduct | when the establishment of a new government had not 
of the secretary ofthe navy, will now see how unne- ‘been proposed or contemplated. Althovrh, there- 
cessary if is to publish thera—as Mr. Alexander’s re- fore, they gave to this act the title of a computation, 
eo caliing for a copy of the proceedings, &e. |yet it could be no more than an act of legisle tion, 
has been ado; ited by the house of arenes . | Subject, as their other acts were, to alvciutbon by their 
The secret ary is about to ta y them before coneress, suecessors. it has been : said indeed that the acquies- 
with a long eapose of the circumstances of the case |cence of the people has supplied the want of original 
and the reasons of his eonduct. We would consult|power. But it bs *® dangerous lesson to say to them 


the feelings of Mr. Southard as inuch as possible: |‘‘whenever your functionaries exercise uniawful au- 
Yet he has an arduous ollice 3 fulfil. die has to | thority over you, if youdo not go into actual resis 
cleanse the Augean stable, whose filth has becn ga- | tance, it will be deemed acquiescence, and eonhtine- 


ther'ine for some vears under the administration o [| fon’ Besides, no authority has yet cecided whether 
| ‘edecessors. Young as he is, he has to|the resistance must be instantaneous? When the 
ers to the whee!l—to correct abuses right to resist ceases? or whether it has ye ‘t ceased? 
which ha been commitied or overlooked by officers|Of the twenty-four states now organized, tw renty- 


. . "7 . . ’ 
aze ‘and reputation are greater thal bis own. 








wha ; (three have dis Sapprov ed our doctrine o nd example, 
Is he aware, thata young officer, from the Pacific, |and have deemed the formal authority of their people 
avers that merchandise has been exposed to sale on|a necessary foundation fi ra constitution 

thie kof our publi sh Ips vhich Was prohibited in Another “dk efect which has been correc cted by most 
the »ort where it was sol Lo and in defiance of the re-|of the other states is, that the basis of our constitution 
oula!i fthe ecouniry? Is he aware that alate ex-|is in opposition to the principle of equal political 
vedilion to tb Se : scas has been made a eomplete mer- | rights, refusing to all but freehoiders any participation 
cantiie adve stars _ instead of a crise for } slic ob- in thenatural : right of self eovernment. it is believ- 
jects? that s] ins have been sent there. and taken un- ied, for EXaAnipie, that a ve ry gre at nia} jority of the 
der the pro sottan of an officer. and enabled to sejl| militia, on whom the burthen of military duty was 
out, (at immense profit), prohibited articles under his | imposed in the late war, were men unrepresented in 
very gins? It is believed. that all these things are|the legistation whicn imposed this burthen on them. 
known to the denartment. and, unless smothered up, | ilowever nature may, by inental or res cal disquali- 
will be nay . known in all their details to the public. | fea ions, have marke d infants and the weaker sex 
Mr. Southard will] s leep ups yma bed of thern ;, unless | for the prot ction, rail her than the dire adie of govern- 


his “‘mind rises to the level of the occasion.” Hf he | ment, yet among the men who either pay, or fight fer 


succecde in ref venta the abuses of this great arm of|their country, no line of right can be drawn. The 


our defonee, the plaudits of a grateful country will at-| exclusion of a majority of our freemen from the right 
tend himi—and her shield will guard hin from the |of representation is merely arbitary, and an usurpa- 
vengzeanee OF his enetmnies—if he shrinks, not even the ine of the minority over the majority. For it is be- 
or the president can save him—but an indignant | lieved that the non-freeholders compose the majority 
nation will hurl him from his station.” ‘of our free, adult male citizens. 

And even among our citizens who participate in th 


i] 
213? Old abuses, if they exist. and we Pesca be-| 
Nave that thw do «s not | she ‘done away in a mo l re presentative privilege, the equality of poh ‘tical 
bi ‘ 4 Lilie . a”. « Ae eae) i‘ r; ’ B - By < i = 
ment. We have little doubt that 2 much more strict | iri zits is entirely prostrated by our constitution. 
Pee pe fond ; | |Upon what priciple of right or reason ean any one 
account, as to men and things, willbe kept at the na-' i, aS : : 
aed ar Pa eR se | justify the giving to every citizen of Warwick as much 
v4 partment than ever was kent ociore, so soon as ? ; . 


‘ 


: roi1cht + | "Aarnman . ——— 7 — 
7T ;' veight 1 e government, as to twenty-tw que 
the present secretary teas have had time sufficient to| ™ > 2 the go oor yee welt: ny ty Oo equal 

inv it about. ‘ er , |citizensin Loudoun? And similar inequalities among 

bring It abou Hercules cleansed the “Augean sta-| ‘of maeY Yt Petty be oe 

18 99 a . |the other counties? If these fundamental principles 
ne” only by turning aves se of a river. > ; cane 

jare of no importance m actual government, then no 

| principles are important. and it is as well to rely on 


' . i the dispositions, good or ill, e f an administration, as 
cy ’ . "nh sy? 3 
Vi ae ait TE L 1 onvention, on the provisions of a constitution. 


PROM THe RICHMOND ENQUIRER. | I shall not enter into details of smaller defects; 

We are favored with the following letter addressed | alihough, others there doubtless are, the reformation 
pagentioman of this city. The importance of its | of some of which might greatly lessen the expenses 
ubject, and the character of iis author, will entitle | of zovernment, improve its organization, and add to 
it io the most profound attention 


| the wisdom of its administration in all its parts. But 


oe an Per} Cana “_ ws 


Monticello, pril 19, 1824. | these things I leave to others, not permitting yr myseil 
Dear ie rece ived in due time, your favor of the | ts » take sides in the political questi ys ofthe day. I 
l2th, requesting my opinion on the proposition to ¢ all | willins sly acquiesce in the institutions of my country , 


a2 convention for amending the constitution of the) nents ct or imperfec t, and thinkita dut y to leave their 
state, That this should not be perfect cannot be a| modifications to those who are to live under them, and 
subject of wonder, when it is considered that our Was | are to participate of the good or evil they may pro- 
not only the first of the American states, but the first|duce. The present gencration have the same right 
nation in the world, at least within the records of} of self-government which the past one has exercised 
history, which peaceably, by its wise men, formed, ‘for itse if; and, in the full vigor of body and mind, are 
on free deliberation, a constitution of governme nore able to judge for the: oni eS than those of ot are 
itself, and deposited it in writing among ianie‘enalbviess | sinking under the wane of both. li the sense of our 
ready and open to the appeal of every citizen. The | citizens on a question of a convention, can be fair 
other states, who successively formed constitutions | and fuily taken, its result will, J am sure, be wise an ; 
for themselves also, |} ad the benefit of our outline,|sajutary; and far from arrogating the office of ac- 
and have made on it doubtless, successive impr ove-| vice, no one will more passively acquiesce in if thar 
ments. One, in the very outset, and which has been} myself. Retiring, therefore, to the tranquility called 
adopted in eve ry subsequent constitution, was to lay | for by increasing years and debility, LT wish not to 
its foundation in the authority of the nation. To our | intermeddle in this question: and to my prayers fc: 
convention no special authority had been dele gate d by | the gener: al ae od, I have only to add ass surance 3 tO 
the people to form a permanent constitution 1, over | yourself of my greatesteem andrespect. 
Which their suecessors in legislation should have no | THOMAS JEPPERSON. 





, 
' 

































































& 


om. 
SUES awe 


7 
et on Yipee, o 
etentnany reds 


= A hain —S.- me Sew 


* - O oy 
~ ws Ps a 
cya 


Ac TATE BED Fe hh > RB CELE Oia IO 


- tine ee 


—. 2 


BOE ed OP Ee Se A eh MO we 44 


ee 


— 


‘ i a . 
os:\ aed 
OU Le “Feri 


86 


NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 15, 1824—CHESAP*KE & DEL. CANAL. 





— 
rrr 


ae 





Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. 


On Thurday the 15th instant, the president and di- 
yectors of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal com- 
pany proceeded to Newbold’s landing, (onthe Dela- 
ware,) opposite the Pea-Patch fort, and, in the pre- 
sence of the chief justice of the state of Delaware, 
the mayor of Philadelphia, and a highly respectable 
assembiage of citizens, commenced the excavation of 
the canal. After the ceremony of removing the first 
sod had been performed by the chairman of the com- 
miitee of works, under the direction of the president, 
the following appropriate address was made by Tros. 
P, Cov, esq. of Philadelphia, one of the directors. 

Fellow-citizens—\Ve are this day assembled on a 
deeply interesting occasion. 

Move than half acentury has elansed since the idea 
of connecting the waters of the Chesapeake and De-! 
laware bays, Dy means of a canal, was cherished by 
some of our calculating and enlightened forcfathers. 

About 20 years ago, the work was actually com- 
menced. Jt proved abortive, from causes on which it 
is not necessary, at this time, to dilate. But, to what- 


—— 


honest doubts must, I think, yield to the simple con- 
sideration that the whole line of the canal is unde, 
contract to able and experienced men, accustomed to 
works of this nature, who have assumed the contracts 
on terms with which they are perfectly content— 
terms which will make a saving to the company, of 
more than one hundred and forty thousand dollars. 
from the estimates of the examining engineers. ? 

i trust that the question of a route is thus fairly and 
forever atrest. ‘To ensure success to this noble un- 
dertaking, itis only necessary that we combine our 
eilorts, and, iv the signifieant language used by sea- 
inen, make the long pull—the strong pull—and the 
puil altogether. 

Do any yet talk of the difficulty of cutting throug), 
yonder hill of two or three miles of mere earth? Let 


| them cast their eyes on the labors of our enterprising 


fellow citizens of New York, who, in excavating their 
grand canal, have passed through several mountains 
of granite, for scores of miles. Are they alarmed at 
the thoughts of digging through these few meadows of 
loam and clay? Let them remember that the delibe- 
rative, persevering Hollanders, are, at this moment, 





ever circumstances the failure may be ascribed, it 
could not be expected that a subject of such vast im- 
port to the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland and De- 
laware, a subject, indeed, of so much interest to the 
nation at large, would ever be abandoned. Accord- 
ingly, in the year 1822, a new spirit was infused into 
the undertaking—the company was resuscitated—a 


employed in forming a canal, fifty miles in extent, 
| anc of sufficient depth to float an eighty gun ship, 
| through spongy morass, where they have found it ne- 
(cessary to excavate the fluid earth by scoop nets in- 
Stead of the spade. 

| You would scarcely excuse me were I to detain 
you for the purpose, and indeed it would be time 


new board of directors was chosen—new private sub-| thrown away, at this period of our history and ex- 
scriptions were obtained, and the legislatures of De-! perience, to prove the utility of canals—as well might 


propriated sums in aid of the canai. Applications, 
were also made to congress for assistance, and well! 
founded expectations are now entertained, that the| 
nation will soon fullow the patriotic examples of the: 
staies more directly interested, and make liberal! 
provisions for the completion of the work. 

The new board were bound by the most solemn ties| 
of prudence, and of duty, to the public, te the stock-! 
holders, and to themselves, to use every means in! 
their power io avoid the rocks on which their prede-| 
cessors had been wrecked; to prevent, if possible,) 
another failure. They very early availed themselves! 
of the best scientific talents within their mmediate| 
reach, all the routes, deemed eligible or practicable, : 
were subjected tu inspection, exploration and survey; 
and the several streams which were to be relied on! 
as feeders, especially on the upper line, were care- 


the sun. 

This day gives birth to a new era in the history of ow 
country. ‘This day commences a linkin the chain o: 
that creat system of inland navigation; which is even- 
tually to unite Georgia with Maine, and to bind mere 


‘iirmiy together the extremes of this mighty republic 


When we contemplate the fruitful districts which 
are laved by the waters of the great Chesapeake bay 
and its numerous tributary rivers to the south—th 
majestic Delaware, on whose green bank so muct. 
of human happiness is to be found—together with the 
countiess fertile vallics which are embraced en the 
north and the west by the varied ramilications of ou! 
own Susquehannah; in no country, perhaps of the 
world, certainly in no partofthese United States, cai 
a canal be found, which, by so short a line, unites 


\vreater advantages, or connects more exuberant, 


fully examined and leyeltled, by competent persons, | widely e <panded and flourishing regions. 


vno were in the service of the board, and who, under | 


Are our near neighbors, the respectable inhabitap’s 


the edvice and guidance of scientitic men, passed} of Baltimore, using means to participate with us th 


Inany weeks in measuring and calculating their con- 
tents. 
these various preliminary proceedings: and upward: 


of ten thousand dollars expended, in collecting and 
collating facts, in forming calculations, and in per- 
sone! inspections of this peninsula. All the mass ef 


information, thus obtaimed—ail the projects, plans.) 


estimates and surveys, were then sebniutted to aboard 
of examining engineers, composed of four genilemen 
of distinguished celebrity,—all called from a distanee, 
possessing ne persona! interest in the districi, and 
known to be superior to local prejudice or bias. This 
hichly respectable and impartial board, after having 
twice visited the ground, and after two separate and 
distinct sessions, unanimousiy recommended the 
route on which we are this day so happilv assembled, 
and on winch we have now, winder such propitious 
circumstences, harmoniously | 2g our interesting 
labors and artiye operations. 

Couid the board have done more? Will not al] im- 
partial mea approve their abundant caution—their 
long delibcrations---their final decision? 

Ifany candied man yet »-cuples the propriety of this 
focation, or the practicability of this great work, his 


Upwards of eighteen months were spent in| 


'rich harvest of cur own fields? So much the better: 
! sincerely wish them success, in all their laudable 
undertakings. Rivalry of this character, conducted 

on liberal aud honoratie principles, is creditable to 

ooth parties, will be serviceable, in various respects, 
to each, and prove highly beneficial to the country 

‘There is room enough, and will be produce enoug! 

for us all—The farmer will be profited by the enhance 

jed value of his lands, and the new market opened 1 

| whatever he inay have io sel}, and the citizen, by te 
additional quantity and variety which will be convey 

‘ed to his doors. Some of us may yet live to witness 

ithe fountains of Lake brie and the Allegheny river, 

‘intermingling with the tide of the Delaware; and 

isee the treasures of the earth, and the rich fruits 0 

‘human industry, flow, by means of canais, from the 

| Ohio, the Mississippi and the Missouri, to our wharves 

}in Philadelphia. 

But, in all our undertakings, let us not forget to 1m 
plore the favor and protection of that supreme, allwisé 
irresistible power, which can in a breath lay waste te 
proudest labors and monuments of man, and withou' 
whose blessing, our best formed schemes and efor: 
will be vain and ingiorious, 
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Mr. Crawford’s Communication. In the absence of all direct testimony, in support 
: of his assertion, Mr. Edwards has resorted to proba- 
Communication from the secretary of the treasury, to the! bilities; and has endeavored to infer a confirmation 
chairman of the committee to whom was referred the\ or corroboration in its favor from circumstances that 
address of Ninian Edwards. are susceptible of no such interpretation. That which 
‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 8th, 1824. |he chiefly relies upon is the omission of the receiver 
The secretary of the treasury has had the honor to|at Edwardsville to make his deposites in the Edwards- 
yeceive the letter of the honorable Mr. Floy¢, chair-| yille bank, in the 4th quarter of 1819; which he states 
man of a select committee of the house of represen-| was in consequence of his publication and advice; and 
tatives, dated on the 28th ult. transmitting the ‘‘ad-| he asks whether it is to be believed that the receiver 
dress of Ninian Edwards,’’ and expressing the readi-| would have withheld the deposites contrary to the se- 
ness of the committee to receive any communication |cretary’s orders, without giving him a reason, and 
which the secretary may think proper to make, in| whether, if he had done so, the secretary would not 
reference to the same, and he now submits the fol-| have called him to account. 
jowing remarks in answer to the accusations contain-| | The means exist, in the monthly returns of the re- 
ed in that address: ceiver, and the correspondence between him and the 
But, before he enters upon an examination of the secretary, on record in the department, by the aid of 
subject of the “address,” he thinks it due to himself|which this may be investigated. Copies of these pa- 
to disclaim the imputation of having taken advantage | pers are herewith transmitted.t 
of the momentof Mr. Edwards’s departure to arraign By these it will he seen, that the first instructions 
the testimony which had been given by him before a | given to the receiver, to make his deposites in the bank 
former select committee of the house. As the secre-\of Edwardsville, were of the 21st December, 1818; 
tary had no recollection of the communications to that, in pursuance of these instructions, he made his 
which that testimony referred, and as they were not first deposite in that bank on the 28th of February, 
on record in the treasury department, he considered | 1819, of 412,000, at which time he retained in his pos- 
himself bound to state the fact: and the occasion |sessjona balance of $20,092. On the 3lst March, he 
which was presented, by the transmission to the house | deposited $4,500, and retained a balance of $18,600. 
of other papers relating to the same subject, appear-|On the 30th April, he deposited $5,861, and retained 
ed a suitable one for making the statement. The/$19,158. In May, he made no deposite; andim June, 
terms in which it was made will shew that no disre- | only $8,179, retaining $19,143: and from that time to 
spect towards Mr. Edwards was intended. And, if the 30th December. he made no deposite. Whence 
the occasion was not earlier presented, the delay, 80) jt appears that, with the exception of a small sum, in 
far from being caused or sought by the secretary, Was | June, amounting to less than one third of the money 
produced by circumstances beyond his control. For/|then on hand, he made no deposite between the Jast 
reasons stated to the house at the last session, the pa-| of April and the last of December, a period of eight 
pers could not then be transmitted; and, although con-| months; during which he retained an increasing ba- 
siderable exertion was used, it was not until the day!]ance of from $20,000 to $56,000! and that, even on 
on which they were sent to the house, that the prepa-|the last of December, he did not pay over, by abeut 
ration of them was completed. _ | $10,000, all the money then in his possession. 
it is not deemed necessary, in this communication,| Instead of a withholding of the deposites, inthe 4th 
to recapitulate the injurious allegations contained in| quarter of the year, here is a retention of them, with 
the “address.”? The lateness of the session requires the exception before noticed, for eight months. It 
despatch; and this answer shall be brief and explicit.' was scarcely contended that al] these omissions of 
The first charge to be noticed relates to two letters | duty were the result of the advice riven by Mr. Ed- 
which Mr. Edwards, in his testimony before the com-! wards to the receiver, to withhold the deposites, un- 
mittee,on the 13th February, 1823, had stated to have ‘til he could receive the secretary’s instructions. Ou 
passed between the receiver of public moneys at Ed-' the contrary, it will be shewn, by the correspondence, 
wardsville, and the seeretary of the treasury, and as far as itis susceptible of being shewn, negatively, 
which, not having been communicated to the house | that no part of these moneys was withheld from depo- 
under the resolutions of the 9th January, 1822, and) site upon that pretext. 
12th March, 1822, agreeably to Mr. Edwards’s alleg-) On the 6th of August, at about which time the re- 
ed expectation, and which the secretary having stated \ceiver’s monthly return, for June, was received, the 
to be neither on file nor on record in the department, | secretary wrote to the recciver to know why he re- 
nor to be recollected by himself or his officers, he is tained the public moneys in his hands, contrary to his 
accused of having suppressed or denied. instructions, and informing him, that, as there was a 
As the resolutions, under which it is alleged that/bank at his place of residence, there could be no ex- 
these leters should have been communicated, call! cuse for his doing so. ne 
only for the correspondence between certain “banks”! On the 18th of September, (see Ne. 20), Mrs. Ste- 
and the secretary, it is unnecessary to explain why, | phenson. the wife of the receiver, answered this let- 
among the letters which were communicated, any | ter, in consequence of the absence of her husband, 
correspondence between a*‘receiver” and the secre-)and informed the secretary, that, from what she had 
lary was not to be found. Nor is it easy to imagine|heard in conversation, between the receiver and 
iow any one, informed of the tenor of those resolu-|others, she believed he had retained the money to 
fions, should have entertained the expectation of see-| meet the drafts of certain public agents in that coun- 
ing the letters in question, among the papers which | try, which the secretary had authorized bim to pur- 
were transmitted. ‘chase. And itis to be observed, that though this was 
The blame of net having communicated these sup-|“‘the fall of 1819,” Mrs. Stephenson said nothing of 
posed letters having been thus easily removed, by re-| Mr, Edwards’s publication or advice. 
lerring to the terms of the resolutions themselves, On the first of November, (see No. 23), the secre- 
Which show that no such letters were cailed for, the | tary wrote again to the receter, complaining of the 
uext question is, whether such letters ever passed be- | — 
'ween the parties.* | 

















\draughts; Ist. That the letter itself has been Jost; 2c. 
- |That the answer was not copied. Though the concur- 
*Two facts must have occurred, if these communi-|rence of these two facts is possible, itis highly impro- 

cations were made, to account for the letter of the! bable. 

receiver not being on file, and for the seerctary’s an-| See accompanying papers, from Nos. | to 29, in- 

“wer not being on record, or among the rough{ clusive. 
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continued detention of the. public money in his)secretary’s answer to his wife’s letter, he made a @ de. 
hands, which he presumed had been the result of | posite in bank. 
his letter of the 9th of April, (see No. 17), and} That no other letter was written to him on the sy}, 


directed that, immediately on the receipt of this ject of his deposites, afier that of the Ist of Noyey, 


ti 





letter, he will pay into bank the whole of the pub-| ber, is tobe inferred from mong tenor or the secretary, 
lic money in his possession on the 30th instant, and | letter of the 20th April, 1820, which was produced’), 
farther instructing him not to consider the letter, of |his renewed remissness. - his letter beeins this: 
the 9th of April, as authorizing him to detain the pub- “On the first of November !ast, you were instryr, 
lic money in his hands at the end of each month.—jed to pay into bank the whole of the money in you 
Here, it appears, that, so far from attributing the | hands on the 30th of that month, and not to retain 4, 
withholding the deposites to the cause alleged by Mr. public money in your hands at md end of each m “a 
Edwards, the secretary attributes it to the cause as-|By referring you to your monthiy returns for ts 
signed by Mrs. Stephenson, in her letter of the 1Sth of months of December, J January and February, it : 
September. And it is worthy of remark, that this|pears that the instruction has not been comptied With 
is the last letter on record, from the secretary to the |a sum exceeding $10,000, upon an average, hay), 
receiver, in relation to the ‘deposites in the year 1819; | been retained by you during those months. As ti 
and that this was the last letter written to hii m, on that /bank in which your deposites have been crrecy fy 
subject, in that year, will appear by a reference made | be made, is established in the place in wiaieh your 
1o it in a letter from the secretary to the receiver, of \lice is kept, the retention of the mone ¥, OF any par 
of the 20th of April, 1820, (see No. 26), which is more |of it, one day beyond the expiration of the m nih, js 
particularly noticed hereatter. without ¢ ny apparent excuse.” After again repes 
On the 28th of October, (see No. 22), the receiver, jing the direc tions for him to de posite, and remark ine 
who had then returned home, wrote to the secretary ,| upon some irregularity in his returns, the secretary 
acknowledzing the receipt of a Jetier of the 2ist of concludes thus: “It is expected that all regulatiois 
September, (see No. 21), with a new form of an ac-/addressed to publie oflicers will be promptly c omplis 
count current. \ed with; and that, when, fret any circumstance, {! 
On the 5th of November, (see No. 24), the receiver}s: nould be found impractica able, the cause of non~« Om 
wrote to the secretary, enclosing a draft, which he! phance shall be communie ated Without delay.’ 
had purchased, transmiited his monthly return for| Ifany instruetion in relation to his depos aang 
October, and noticing a smell crror in his aecount for: been givento ther eceiver, since the order of the 
August. | Noveinber, that order would s vareely have been ie- 
On the 16th of November, (see No. » he again | ferred toalone. And if any excuse or explenation 
wrote to the secretary, enclosing the ets of ‘the dratt, had been received | y the secretary, subsequent 
which he had transmitied on the 4th. But, in all this the ist of November, such as would have been afiorded 
time, there was no allusion to Mr. Edwards’s publiea- | by Mr. Edwards’s publication and advice, the ordcr a 
tion and advice; al Ithough “the fall of 1819,” was now | the ist of November would not have been repeated and 


- nearly gone. jrenesved as an order unsatisfied and unanswered. Thi 


At last, on the 3lst of December, (see No. 12,) the |styie and manner of this letter, of April 20, indic 
receiver made a deposite in bank; in consequence, it|/hot only that neglect had oe curred, but that no ex 
is fairly to be inferred, of the peremptory order of| planation had been offered for the neglect. The re 
the secretary of the ist of November, and in conse-|ceiver’s answer contirms this conclusion, The re 
quence of that only. ceiver had found, by the letter of the Isto Nove mder, 

That Mr. Edwards’s publication and advice were | that, so far, the excuse offered by Mrs. Stephenson: 
not the cause of the retention of the money, by the/reiaining money to meet the Indian payments, | 
receiver, before the [8th September, is inanifest from | ‘been admitted. But when, in the month of April fo’ 
Mrs. : Stephenson’ s letter of that date. lowing, he was called upon to account for his sui- 

That no such cause of retention existed, within the |sequent omissions of duty, omissions for which the 
knowledge of the secretary, before the ist of Nov.|excuse would no longer avail, would he not, in —_ ue 
is manifest from his letter of that date. If the re- cation of himself, have natara! ly referred to any 
ceiver had, at any time between the date of his wife’s|every letter that he had written on the subject; ane 
letter and of his own letter, of the 16th of November, ! if, in any such letter, he had made a communicsiiot 
made the communication alleged by Mr. Edwards, it! of-the kind alleged by Mr. Edwards, would he no! 
is to be presumed that he wou!d, in some manner or on this occasion, have made some allusion to it? 
other, have alluded to it in that letter, or in the pre-| All these circumstances, corroborating each othe! 
vious one of the 5th November. He must have dis-'so fully, ¢ are not only trreconcilable With the inte: 
covered, on his return from Kentucky, that the secre-,ence which Mr. Edwards draws from the withho.- 
tary was dissatisfied with him for retaining the pub-|ing of the deposites by the receiver, but they ee 
Jie money in his hands. He must have been aware inevitably to the conciusion, that the alleged cemmir 
that every subsequent return which he transmitted | nication of his publication and advice, asa reason fo! 
to the treasury, as itexhibited an increasing balance, withholding the oe Was never made to or re 
and as it shewed that he made no deposites in bank, |ceived by the secretary, and that no such letten 
would aggravate the mectotary’s dissatisfaction. Un-/alledges to have been written by the secretary, W° 
der such circumstances, what would be so natural for ever “written in consequence of any such commu 
him, when he had occasion to write to the secretar y, cation. 
as to make some allusion to the communication which! There is, however, other testimony furnished by 
explained the reason of his apparent disobedience, the receiver and Mr. Edwards, themselves, which 
and to the instructions which he expected in answer, confirms this conclusion. 
for the government of his conduct in that important) Mr. Edwards has stated, on oath, that he made the 
particular? The presumption is, that, if such a jus-| publication, and had it specially communicated to the 
tification of his conduct, as is now pretended, had ex-) secretary by the receiver, for the purpose of appriz- 
sted, lie would, without doubt, have assigned it; but,’ ing the secretary of his inte ntion to withdraw trom 
instead of doing so, he contented himself with the the bank, and his determination to relieve himsel! 
excuse made by Mrs. Stephenson. Therefore, he was | from all responsibility in regard to it, leaving the se 
silent on the subject. He waited the result of her cretary to judge for himself, from the returns, whic! 
letter. That he received in De cember; and accord-' he require ditto mak e, of ‘the propriety of continuins 
ingly, in December, it is found that, in partial com-! it as a de ‘positor} y of publie money :—that, “according 
pliance with the peremptory order contained mm the. to the pledge which he had given in his publication, he 
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resigned his seat as adirector. And, though he w asi and received by the secretary, in the expressions used 
once elected to the same station since that time, he} by the secretary in sp saking of the letter alleged to 
refused to accept it, nor has he had any thing to do| have been written by him tothe receiver. The idea, 
wit the management of the bank, since the fall of| however, is groundless. There is no real difference 
the year 1819.” in the meaning of the words employed by the secre- 

Yet, in the following winter, Mr. Edwards is found atte apg eras of Mr. Edwards, in relation to the 
presenting himself to the secretary, not only in the ee f ses ore ee had discontinued the de- 
character of a director of the bank, but of a director oie: ig eater pe stated by aoe by the secretary, 
specially delegated and authorized by the bank to con- bogs ve cY -y yee ar oees); and if he 68 , In consequence, 
clude an lnportant arrangement with the secretary, haste saci vd race er the secretary, directing him to 
in respect to the terms on which the bank was $0) oe tert Rposives, (as Mr. E. also alleges), such 
vontinne a depository of the public mopey. By the|® etter, ¥ hatever might have been its form, Was, in 
printed papers accompanying the secretary's report | ‘act, an om wer to the letter of the receiver. The 
‘o the house, of the 27th of April, 1822,* it appears, ental of the secretary, that any such answer was re- 
that, on the léth of February, 1820, Mr. Edwards, |collected, or was on record, so far from being eva- 








rue ; 
ielve TOUS , Py al ra , “4 1eit 69 Tpre wre ; @ 

cing then in Washington, transmitted to the secre-|*!V& Was direct and explicit, and covers, as was in 
rarv a letter from the bank to the seerteary, signed | tended, the whole ground presented in the charge. 

yy this very receiver as presidentof the bank, contain-| a ae reg ete * it is, by all the 
~ e a . , e » - » 'T9QeCTSa rnice ve a¢ ‘ v _ePracp + <¢ . an 
ing a list of the directors for the year 1820, in which | ‘40% Wich have Deen aaduces in the case, 1s aiso ren 
Mr. Edwards’s name is included; that, at the same| dered more improbable by the want of any assignable 

Le 4 we . < ® ‘ A > ? gt we . 7. . ‘ r? 7 ne } 
‘ime, he also transmitted to the secretary a letter from | reas the secretary s alleged conduct yidiersy . 
he bank, signed by the same Mr. Stephenson, inform- | Ject. Ww hat object had he to serve, by continuing the 
ine the secretary, that Mr. Edwards, ‘‘one of the direc- | deposites in the bank of Edwardsville, if he had re- 
bike sv er Gly, 4 «e JAS ~s . ¥ : } Sain rw . se . ee rhind P en 

‘ors of the institution,” is authorized to suggest certain | ceived =) ee which author zee the 
saodiications of the contract between the secretary | Pinion that they were insecure in that bank! Mr. 
UUs . ‘ - id ‘ . ™ | a ror ~ og ’ ‘ ve 2 ! ; ry ¢ ’ ,rr > ie - 
and the bank, and to conclude such arrangements as | Edwards has ene dium with ar rit iid gp partial- 
ji2@ Way deem acceptable Shy hide h will he considered | tY for ine bank Ol Missourl, yet it W as that bank 
biivatory:” and he lkewi e. transmitted. at the |{rom which the deposites were taken, tobe placed in 
i pape A ALAS tiv c sC, baiis ¢ eB ' : mn a i i a E 
came time. a letter from the bank. addressed to him-|te bank of Edwardsville; and it was to that bank 


Xs 


wal . , _ e ° } ‘ i ta o ,Q 1 at . .f * , on = 
sel’, signed alsoby Mr. Stephenson, stating to him, at | on rer ae eee Pay vat were with 
large, the changes desired by the bank, and the rea- | FSW FOU TAS OGRE OF BOWES. Smere War wo 
sons therefor. — ,Other bank within reach. af the charge of favoritism 


; ; ti towards the bank of Missouri were well founded, the 
Is this compatible with the impressions which the! soeretary would have readily availed himself of the 
statement, coutained in his testimony, is caleulated to! pretext furnished by the alleced communication of 
nro no? it a hs: ‘ACH » « lire " « ‘ eo P < —y ° oo 4 
licly withdrawn from all concern in the management, ‘Phe instructions siven tothe receiver at Kaskaskia, 
"the hank. in “‘the fa "18197 rweae j at Ie | , = ‘ . ‘3 ; 
ps oh bask, ih : ihe Faul oF eget ‘ pigeon | to deposite in the bank of Missouri, so far from con- 
Stephenson, the receiver, the presiacnt of ae Dans, | firming the allegation, that a letter from the receiver 
who, as well from his cificial situation as from “the | at fdwardsville. enclosing the publication of Mr 
- : ° : 3 7“ ee t = . gt ’ D , ’ 4 ° 
known friendship and intimacy,” (Address, page 14)/| pdwards, had been received by the secretary, lead 
ee > - . rarrsic q tn . P awe hejctod he. ° = ad ’ ° 
whieh Mr, Edwards has stated he have subsist “ ¥€\to a contrary conclusion. The correspondence with 
tween them, may be supposed to have known some-| that receiver, at the period in question, is herewith 
74) r > ” © Owe 2 . ‘ : Yo ry 7 4 . Y ] > =) 
how of his conduct and shag _ roms 5 Ea ban Xs | transmitted. ' HM appears that, on the 18th of Sep- 
— as soon after Mr. Edwards ._—_ With tember, 1819, this receiver wrote to the secretary, 
drawal, have written to him, and constituted him, in enciosing his account current for the month of Au- 
us character of director, the representative of the | ojj<¢ preceding: and, as there appeared, by that ac- 
‘ lt 5 ‘ orntintywny? 3+} , | he 7 ‘ Tera i> + ie a eS“ ’ se ? . . 
an, = a ae ake — Sec ote iP epeciee op a large balance of public money in his hands, 
tary, Whom Mr. Ldwards was so anxious to satisly of |, niine ta ahe ‘ 5 POM haw ° 
is, eal imate ida tel take nie rq Ae jamounting to about 930,000, he seems to have con 
~ Mi ne 10 COl XC 1 tne r Fak SS \sidered it necessary to explain the cause. His ex- 
how could he, if such had been the fact, communicate planation was the same asthat offered by Mrs. Ste- 


to the seeretary, Wi .xplanation, all these papers, |nhencon. for a lik es ee a 
secretary, without explanation, all these papers, | henson, for a like retention of money, to meet the 


eens “ier AE ha eS >t ne had enn- ; . ; ; 
which were totally at variance with it? If he — SUP" |Indian payments; and, in this case, as in the other, 
posed the secretary to have been informed, at the time | not any publication of Mr. Edwards, or any eireum- 


‘ fj}; } ‘ r} r} o© r . ’ ‘ < } . } “~ . > . 
Lis having withdrawn from the bank, in 1819, would | stance affecting the character of the bank of Ed- 


ie not also have supposed that the secretary would iwardsville, which, if such had existed, he was bound 
ve at some loss, on receiving these papers, to under-|py the secretary’s instructions to communicate. It 
‘and what was Mr. Edwards’s actual relationship was known to the secretary that it was not so conve- 
ihe bank? If he had not wished to be considered, | nient for this receiver to ‘deposite at Edwardsville, 
y (ie secretary, asa director and agent of the bank, lbetween which place and Kaskaskia there was very 
Vuich the papers purported, would he not, in some |jittle communication, as at St. Louis, with which 
Way, have given him tounderstand that he was not so? there was frequent intercourse. In the next lette: 
lustead of doing this, in his letter to the secretary, written to PP RR by the secretary, which was 

ion the Ist of November, 1819, the secretary, without 


——_ 


Accompanying the papers, he referred to them as fully 


ee of eee object, and thereby gave his as- alluding io any publication of Mr. Edwards, or any 
sent to their contents. r 2 


dletter from the receiver at Edwardsville, which, i! 

Evidence might, indeed, be more positive; but, |any had been known to him, would naturally have 
‘axing all these circumstances in connexion with |been alluded to on such an occasion, directed the re- 
each other, it is doubtful whether any negative evi- ceiver at Kaskaskia to deposite in the bank of Ed- 
lence could more sati factorily establish the convic- |wardsville all the moncy in his possession, at the close 
ton, in any eandid mind, that no such communica-|of the month, and afterwards to deposite in the bank 
‘ons, as Mr. Edwards has alleged, ever passed be-|of Missouri. The receiver did not make this depo- 
tween the secretary and the receiver. site, for reasons stated by him in hisletter of the 10th 
Mr. Edwards claims to have fouud a further confir- jof January, 1829, until the 3rd of that month, as wil! 
‘Nation of the receiver’s letter having been written |be seen by the list of moneys deposited by him oi: 


‘ 
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VYocuments No, 1,5 and 4, of (No. 119.) ' ¥*See Nos. 50, 31, 92. 
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_ two drafts which he had drawn on the bank, and|the United States. 
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Sa: 
thatday.* From his silence on the subject, it is evi-; as the bank continued to fulfil its engagements, thers 
dent that there was nothing in the circumstances of| was no sufficient reason for discontinuing the ar. 
the bank to render the deposite improper. rangement which had been made withit. The fact i; 

The accusatian of having presented contradictory | that it was not until two years after the letter of th, 
statements of the amount,of public money, in the} president of the bank of Missouri referred to, thy 
bank of Edwardsville, and of having transposed] the Edwardsville bank stopped payment. But, q). 
other statements from that bank, in the communica-| though this charge is considered as sufficiently an. 
tions made by the secretary to the house, and of hay-| swered, the only remaining circumstance presente; 
ing done so for the purpose of disguising the truth in} by Mr. Edwards in its support shall also be notice) 
relation to the deposites in that bank, with a view to} He represents himself to have stated, in two letter: 
iheir bearing on the charge connected with these sup-| written by him to the secretary, in February, 1822 
posed letters, is altogether without foundation. The! that he had made such a publication, that the receiver 
bank statements of December and Novemer, which! had transmitted it, that the receiver’s letter contain. 
are referred to, either formed part of, or aecompa-}ing it had been answered, and infers, from the «. 
nied, the letters, which they immediately follow in\cretary’s silence on the subject, an admission of th 
the printed papers; the first having been written on} fact. 
part of the same paper as the letter of the 7th of} That the secretary did not reply to this, or to any 
January, 1820, to Mr. Edwards, and the latter having|of the other matters contained in those letters, resylj. 
been enclosed in the letter of the 6th of January,|ed from his having declined any correspondence wit) 
and both the letters and the statements having, when} Mr. Edwards on the subjects to which they referred 
transmitted by Mr. Edwards, in his letter of the 16th! in consequence of amenace which the first of they 
February, been, it is believed, in the same order as! contained. Tis will be seen by the secretary’s ap. 
that in which they appear in the documents. The|swer, which, together with Mr. Edwards’s, are her. 
treasury statements, from which the balances in the! with transmitted. See os. 30,31, 32. 
bank of Edwardsville, at the end of the 2nd, 3d and| The next principal accusation to be examined, re. 
Ath quarters of 1819, are quoted by Mr. Edwards,}| lates to the secretary’s transactions with the bank of 
were prepared by the treasurer, from materials in| Missouri; and charges him with having, in the ar. 
his own possession; and the secretary had no more to|rangements made with that bank, in regard to the 
do with the preparation of them, than Mr. Edwards} public deposites, allowed it advantages for which it 
himself. They were communicated as the statements) rendered no equivalent, and with having received 
of that officer. The cause why the statement for tle) from it uncurrent bank notes, which he was neither 
4th quarter of 1819, differs in amount from that ren-| bound nor authorized to receive. The direct con- 
dered by the bank for the same period, is, that, in the} nection between the treasury and the bank of Mis 
former, the treasurer has deducted from the sum|souri began on the Ist of August, 1818.* Before that 
standing to his eredit in that bank, the amount of} time the bank had asted as the agent of the bank of 
It had fulfilled its engagements 
which had not been paid at the time when the bank] with that institution with good faith; its condition was 
statement was prepared. The sum stated by the} considered sound and prosperous; and its reputation 
bank is, therefore, more than that stated by the trea-|stood high, as well in the Atlantic as in the westen 
surer, by the amount of these drafts. This is more|states. The large amount of money to be received 
particularly shown in the accompanying note from |from the sale of public land in that quarter, rendered 
the treasurer,f all of whose statements are prepared|a connection with such a bank not only convenient 
on the same principle, and have always been so pre-| but necessary. 
pared. It is considered unnecessary to dwell longer} In the first arrangement with the bank, there wa 
on this branch of the subject. That no such commu-|no stipulation as to what kinds of money it should re 
nications, as Mr. Edwards alleges, were made, is be-| ceive or pay for the treasury. The receivers were it 
lieved to be conclusively demonstrated: and, if so,| structed to receive the notes of such banks es paid 
no arts could have been resorted to for the purpose) specie on demand for ther notes, and no others; av! 
of concealing them. But, at every stage of this in-|to deposite them in bank to the credit of the treast- 
vestigation, this remark naturally suggests itself; that)rer. When publie disbursements were to be mad 
even, if both the communications alleged had actually | the treasurer issued his drafts, and the bank dischary 
been made, there was nothing in that fact for the se-| ed them in such funds as it had received. 
eretary to conceal; Mr. Edwards has stated, on oath,| On the 23d of June, 1819, the secretary, in the exe 
his opinion, that, in the fall of 1819, the bank of Ed-|cution of a general system, which had been adopte! 
wardsville was in as good a condition as any bank in; with the approbation of the president, for the ree 
which the public moneys were deposited; and, if so,'sons stated in his report to the house of represe!- 
what necessity was there for the secretary to discon-|tatives, of the 14th of February, 1822, and in his 
tinue the deposites? Whether Mr. Edwards was, or|letter to the chairman of a seleet committee of the 
was not, 2 director, and whether he did or did not| house, of the 24th of February, 1823, proposed a nev 
choose to be responsible for a bank, if the bank were) arrangement tothe bank.t By this arrangement, t! 
in a good condition, was a matter that ought to have| bank was to receive the notes ef such specie payi! 
had very little influence upon the conduct of the se-|banks as were in good credit, and in general circu!” 
eretary of the treasury. In connection with this|tion, and to account for them as cash: to transit? 
charge, it is tobe remarked, that itis true that com-|to the bank of the United States, or its branches, 
munications were made tothe secretary against the!the surplus of the money which it might rece!vé, 
fdwardsville bank, and particularly in a jetter from| that could not be disbursed at the banks; and for t) 
the president of the bank of Missouri, of the 9th ofjexpense and risk of making those transfers, which 
August, 1819. But, as the receivers, both at Edwards-| were expected to amounttoa very considerable sub 
ville and Kaskaskia, were instructed, by the secreta-| it was to have a standing deposite of $150,000, whieh 
ry’s letter of the 31st December, 1818, that, if any|standing deposite was always subject to be reduce 
circumstance affecting the character of the Edwards-| by any disbursements that could be mace at the bank. 
ville bank should come to their knowledge, they|This arrangement was accepted by the bank on ™' 
-hould communicate the same tothe department; and, 9th of August, 1819.t It was modified in Aug's! 
as no such information was received from them, and --- 


— ~ -—| *See document I, No. 1, 2, and 3, [€6]. 
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*See No. Tof (No. 119.) | See I, No 5, [66. | 
‘See No. 29. ) tSee Il, No. 6, [66.} 
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